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Hello. I hope this newsletter finds you well. Like you, we at HSB have been 
hoping for an end to all the varieties of bad times that Covid19 has brought 
about. While we’ve been waiting for this, we’ve been supporting many with 
sight loss to stay as safe as possible. In the last week, we’ve been helping 
the joint effort to get unpaid carers vaccinated. I’d like to sincerely thank the 
HSB community of staff, volunteers, trustees, supporters, and participants 
for working so hard. We should be proud of each other. 
 

Many readers (new, and not so new) regularly take the opportunity to use 
HSB’s Social Rooms, Friend on the Phone, and the AVIATORS talking 
tablet scheme. It is heartening to have received extremely positive feedback 
for our charity’s work. Our activities update shows that new groups are on 
the horizon too, so have a look, join in, and tell us your thoughts.  
 

As the Pandemic hopefully lifts for us all, HSB will be thinking about the 
balance between current ways of working, and opportunities to work safely 
and differently during 2021. We will take a cautious approach around how 
we proceed, but as you read through, ideas will hopefully come to you. We 
are keen to hear your thoughts. I would add that we’ve made plain our wish 
to be located more centrally in the town centre, to improve our range of 
accessible services. Any progress on this will likely affect some timescales, 
and we will seek your involvement with shaping our future. But for now, 
please read on, stay safe, use our services, and support us if you can. 
 

Pete Hoey, Chief Officer 
 

Protect Yourself and Your Family 
 

 Social distancing and hand hygiene remain hugely important. 
 Get yourself fully vaccinated at the earliest opportunity. 
 Unpaid carers of adults in Calderdale – get vaccinated now. Call us. 

 On your return to outdoor activity, boost your confidence in small steps. 
 Keep your hospital eye appointments and seek one if something’s wrong. 
 Call Calderdale Urgent Needs if you have a crisis - 01422 392890. 
 Call HSB 01422 352383 or email info@halifaxblindsociety.org.uk and 

we’ll do our best to help you. 



Activities Update 

For almost a year, we’ve been running our Social Rooms Group Phone-in 
service, with eight well-established groups. New members are very 
welcome though, just call Lucy on 07458 302903 to sign up. When it is your 
group’s start time, simply dial 0203 481 5629 and then 781285 when 
prompted. Or, to attend a Zoom group, we’ll send you joining details in an 
accessible format to suit you. In limited situations, we may even dial you 
into group sessions, so joining becomes a matter of picking up the phone 
when we call at your group’s start time. We get lots of positive feedback 
about how people enjoy the sessions. If you’ve not tried yet, do get in touch. 

Social Rooms Timetable 

Mon 1.30pm - Tenpin Bowling Group Members Chat 

Tues 11am - Zoom Chat Group, with different activities each week, 
including quizzes, workshops, and guest speakers. 

Tues 1pm - Coffee Shop. Sociable chat. Bring your own brew! 

Weds 1pm - Fun & Games. Quizzes & games for fun and a brain workout - 
but you don’t have to be an egghead, there’s something for everyone! 

Weds 2.30pm - Wellbeing Wise. Supporting each other to look after our 
mental and physical wellbeing, through group chat, guests and workshops. 

Thurs 11.30am - Fun & Games.  For those who missed or couldn’t make 
the Wednesday session, we repeat this ever-popular format. 

Fri 10am – Chairobics.  Keep active with 20-25 minutes of gentle exercise, 
done while seated. Suits all ages and abilities. 

Fri 1.30pm - Literature Live! Short stories, poems, anecdotes, jokes on 
varied themes. Just listen or join in and share your own. 

NEW! Weds 7th April at 11am, Out and About – confidence and tips peer 
group, to regain safe and effective outdoor skills as we start to venture out. 

Attention! New Groups on the Way 

We are also going to start three new groups. One for guide dog owners, 
another for people affected by Charles Bonnet Syndrome, and an Outdoor 
Walking Group.  For details about these, call Lucy on 07458 302903.  



Getting out and about again! 

Now that we are close to being able to meet others outside again, we would 
like to know what sort of outdoor activities you might be interested in doing, 
so that we can start up some new groups.  We have already had several 
requests for a walking group, so this is already on the list, but if there are 
other activities you would like to do, please get in touch and let us know! 

Interview with an Aviator! 

The AVIATORS Project is now well under way and going from strength to 
strength. This project loans a specially adapted mobile device to people 
(either a tablet or a phone), for a three-month period so that they get the 
opportunity to try the device and decide whether it will work for them before 
making the decision to buy. During this three-month period, members 
receive regular support from one of our specially trained volunteers. This 
support ensures that people are given the best opportunity to try the device 
out to its full potential. The support is offered in a way that means members 
are not rushed and have a good grasp of each stage before moving on to 
the next.  

We are now seeing our first “graduates” from the project which is very 
exciting! Below, Jackie Scully, one of our members who has recently 
“graduated” from the project tells you about her experience of AVIATORS.  

Q: What made you decide to try the AVIATORS Project? 

JS: I wanted something that I could focus on, something I could do myself 
for me but that I could use to help others at the same time. I also felt that as 
my vision is deteriorating the device with its special software will help me in 
the future. 

Q: How would you describe your level of knowledge around 
technology and mobile devices prior to AVIATORS? 

JS: I had average knowledge around the phone I was using, and I was quite 
anxious about starting the project, but I needn’t have worried.  

Q: Were you worried about whether your eyesight would hinder you 
on the AVIATORS Project? 



JS: I didn’t worry that it would hinder me because I knew the device would 
help me and that this was the point of the project.  

Q: How did you find the process of AVIATORS? Talk me through what 
happened? 

JS: I found the process worked well. I expressed an interest in the project 
and underwent an assessment. Once this had happened, I was delivered a 
device and matched to a volunteer. Support sessions started to take place 
on a weekly basis. I picked up some aspects quite quickly but others you 
learn as you go along. I now feel in the position where I am confident to sort 
things out for myself and have graduated from the project.  

Q: Did you find the volunteer support useful? 

JS: Yes, very useful. Jan, my volunteer, encouraged me throughout and 
made me feel confident using the phone. Jan made me believe in myself. 

Q: Now you have graduated, what are your plans? 

JS: I have completed the volunteer training and I am now a volunteer for the 
AVIATORS Project, supporting my own AVIATOR through the process. 

By being a volunteer for AVIATORS and supporting someone else I have 
been given a sense of purpose, I am very proud that I can use my new skills 
and pass these on to help my AVIATOR. My goal from all this was to help 
myself and help someone else too and I feel I have achieved this.  

Q: How much benefit do you think the specially adapted device will be 
to you? 

JS: It will be a huge benefit; it was getting more difficult to use my android 
phone because of my eyesight. Not being able to use my phone would 
mean not being able to contact people, read or shop etc. This would make 
me feel very isolated and shut off. I would also be a lot more reliant on 
others but with this device I will be able to maintain my independence for a 
lot longer.  

Many thanks to Jackie for taking part in this interview.  

If you, or someone you know, would be interested in either taking part in the 
AVIATORS Project or in becoming one of our AVIATORS volunteers please 
contact the office on 01422 352383 for further information. 



The Return of Tech & Chat 

Back by popular demand, the first monthly Tech & Chat zoom session will 
be on Tuesday the 2nd of March at 12 noon and then on the first Tuesday of 
each month at the same time. This will be an informal and friendly chat with 
Angie and Jane who will be looking at a different type of technology at each 
session. Generally, the purpose of this group is for people to assist each 
other with ‘tasty technical topics’.  

This group meetup is a great way for people who are blind or partially 
sighted to learn from each other. Sharing ideas and information about 
technology can give you more independence, make tasks easier or just be 
entertaining.  To take part in this friendly chat, you can ask, share, learn, 
and help each other with basic tech issues or just listen in as everyone else 
talks about it. The Tech and Chat group is open to anyone who is blind or 
partially sighted, or family / friends who support a visually impaired person. 
For more details, contact the HSB on 01422 352383. 

EasyReader – I Never Knew That! 

Do you enjoy listening to books? 

The Dolphin EasyReader App is available to download free of charge for 
Apple iPhones and iPads, Android phones and tablets and the Amazon 
Kindle Fire tablet. Just one app to access all your favourite libraries 
including, Calibre Audio Streaming, RNIB Reading Services and RNIB 
Newsagent.  

Login to your library service and enjoy direct and effortless access to 
thousands of audiobooks. For more information call 01422 352383. 

Local Train Stations and Major Roads – Consultations 

We have been alerted to three significant chances to improve our local train 
stations and are asking members to come forward and speak up for sight 
loss. Plans are afoot for station design at Halifax, a new Elland Station(!), 
and an opportunity to input on the A641 in Brighouse. Your involvement 
could bring about lasting change for people with sight loss. Support will be 
given for people to access these meetings, and, if we get enough people, 
we will form an access group. Please call HSB on 01422 352383. 



Volunteers Needed! 

Halifax Society for the Blind are on the hunt for volunteers to help support 
us with activities and services we are currently running and looking to the 
future and new adventures we may begin.  

We are looking for friendly people with good communication skills who can 
support members during this trying time by making a weekly phone call to 
them and having a chat. The calls have made a world of difference to many 
of our members and we have an ongoing demand for volunteers for this 
service. The more volunteers we have, the more we can do for people. 

We are also looking for volunteers to support our AVIATORS Project, again 
good communication skills are required along with a patient nature. You 
may think you have to have a good understanding of technology but really 
you just need to be confident to have a go! 

A comprehensive training package will be offered along with ongoing 
support throughout your time with us. All the volunteer training and the 
support you offer is done from the comfort and safety of your own home.  

“Volunteers are not paid, not because they are worthless, but because 
they are priceless.” 

If you feel you have a couple of hours to spare and would like to get 
involved and make a difference to someone’s life, please contact the office 
on 01422 352383 or email: faye.herbert@halifaxblindsociety.org.uk. 

New: Synaptic User Support Group 

Following on from the success of the AVIATORS Project, 
and as an additional support to those who have taken part 
as well as other members that may have Synaptic devices 
already, Halifax Society for the Blind are starting up a 
Synaptic User Support Group. 

This group will meet (virtually for now) over Zoom every 4 weeks. The idea 
is that peers will be able to support each other with any issues they may be 
facing and share handy hints and tips. Invites to the group will be sent via 
an email link. So, if you would like to be involved please contact the office 
on 01422 352383 to register your interest. 



Product Review by Barry Hill: Magic Box Silver Server Talking Radio 

For people who don’t have the internet and so couldn’t use an Alexa, the 
Silver Server is a neat radio with some useful extras.   

On the face of it, it is a simple to use DAB radio with a clear, good contrast 
two-line display and large controls that talk when you press them.  I think 
that having only three pre-sets for stations are too few though. 

Under a pop-up cover, there are lots of useful additions.  To start with, it can 
also be an FM radio and a USB talking book player.  They do say that it is 
ideal for RNIB talking books, but the limited navigation functions for the 
USB player mean that it is only ideal for a simple sound file like the 
Calderdale Talking News. 

A very useful feature allows you to record your own audio alerts, which you 
can schedule to play at certain times of day. A good way to remind you to 
take your pills when you need to. 

It also has a built-in thermometer that gives you the current temperature on 
the LCD display, and it can be set to give an audio warning if the 
temperature drops below a certain level, which you can adjust, the default is 
18C.  Remember to power off the radio at night or else you will be getting 
an alarm every 20 minutes or so.  This will also turn off the display, so don’t 
expect to use it as a night clock if you have the temperature alert on. At 
£100, I would have thought that it could come with a re-chargeable battery, 
but you can use it on battery or mains. 

As a straight-forward DAB radio, it’s simple to use but the rest of the 
functions would require some sighted assistance to use properly, especially 
as not all the functions talk.  Still, once you have it set up to your liking, it is 
a useful device for both blind and partially sighted people to use with some 
very thoughtful extras. *Update - this item has recently reduced to £75. 

Glaucoma UK  

Glaucoma is one of the World’s leading causes of sight loss, and it’s great 
that Glaucoma UK have launched a new self-care web page and have set 
up a programme of digital glaucoma support groups. There’s lots on their 
website, so find out more by visiting https://glaucoma.uk/care-
support/glaucoma-self-care/  



It’s all at the Co-op, Now! 

Please forgive the use of an old slogan that only those of a certain age 
might remember, but in our case, it really is true! If you, your family, or 
friends shop at the Co-op you can now support Halifax Society for the Blind 
each time you spend, simply by choosing us as your ‘good cause’ for the 
coming year, already nearly £800 has been raised in this way. If you or 
anyone you know are Co-op members, please encourage them to support 
us, it won’t cost them a penny.  

In these difficult times we really do appreciate all those who have continued 
to support the society with donations, gifts, and fundraising. We expect our 
income will be much affected this year and that’s why we are especially 
grateful to our faithful band of supporters who we rely on so much.  

If you are unable to support us financially, you can still help by telling your 
friends about our work, spreading news about our services, and 
encouraging others to fundraise for us. People often say, “I would have 
been happy to support you, but no one asked me”.  

As well as the more traditional ways of giving you can now donate online via 
JustGiving on our Facebook page or website; details of which are given 
below.  

 

Call us: 01422 352383 between 
9.30am and 4pm, each weekday 

 
Email us: info@halifaxblindsociety.org.uk 

 
Write to us at: 36 Clare Road, 

Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX1 2PL 
 

Website: www.halifaxblindsociety.org.uk 
 

Halifax Society for the Blind is a registered charity (No 224258) 
 


