
Look Out! 

Halifax Society for the Blind: COVID19 Bulletin 3 – 30th October 2020 
 
It’s just as well that HSB’s community are made of tough stuff! Against 
hopeful expectations, COVID19 has surged locally in recent months, but our 
services have re-organised to help you stay as safe as possible, keep in 
contact with others, have a chat on the phone, keep occupied, help 
maintain people’s independence and help you to start using mobile devices 
(read on). As a service we’ve been here since the start of this and are here 
for the long haul. Together, we will get through this. 
 
Keep Yourself and Others Safe 
 Be socially distant. Wash hands often. Use face coverings (if able). When 

outside, take your white stick/cane or your guide dog in harness. 

 Order one of our free ‘Please Give Me Space’ lanyards to wear outside. 
 
Use the Major Support Services 
 Calderdale Council Urgent Needs - 01422 392890. 

 Call your GP or Calderdale Royal Hospital Eye Clinic - 01422 222414. 
 Community Transport (Hospital Transport and Shopping) -0300 0200215. 
 
Use Your Local and National Sight Support Services 
 Our Virtual Sight Centre, Social Rooms, Friends on the Phone and our 

fantastic new AVIATORS project provide effective and safe support. 

 Call us (9.30am to 4pm) or email info@halifaxblindsociety.org.uk 
 Talking books - Calibre 01296 432 339 or RNIB 0303 123 9999. 
 
Protect your Eye Health 
 Keep your eye appointments. Ask for one if you are concerned.  
 
We are all pulling together, and we need to thank you all – Members, Social 
Rooms Survey Participants, Volunteers and Staff. Our services can help 
you get through. We’d also like to thank those people whose kind charitable 
donations (past and recently) make our support services possible. 
 
Pete Hoey, Chief Officer, on behalf of HSB’s Board of Trustees. 



AVIATORS - a New Service for our Times 

In our last newsletter we teased you with the promise of some exciting 
news, well here it is! 

Advancing Visually Impaired Adoption of Technology Out-Reach Service or 
AVIATORS is a brand-new project designed to increase independence and 
reduce isolation. How are you going to do that? I hear you say. Here is the 
exciting part - we are going to loan specially adapted mobile phones or 
tablets to those adults living in Calderdale who have low vision and a sight 
loss diagnosis. A specially trained volunteer will then provide remote 
support over the loan period to help you learn how to use the device and 
achieve the goals that you identify through our assessment.  

At the end of the loan you will have the option to buy the mobile device AT 
A REDUCED PRICE! Yes, that is right, Halifax Society for the Blind will 
subsidise the cost of the device by 34% of the retail price!! 

The project hopes to remove barriers for anyone who has previously been 
too anxious about trying out mobile devices or not felt the need to get 
involved with this kind of technology before. We want to offer you the 
opportunity to open a whole new world of possibilities with as much support, 
and as little anxiety, as possible. 

If you would like to register your interest in AVIATORS, please call the office 
on 01422 352383. Alternatively, if you feel you have the skills to support 
someone as an AVIATORS volunteer then please get in touch. We are 
looking for people with good communication skills and plenty of patience, 
some knowledge of mobile devices would be useful but is not a necessity 
as we will provide all the training you need. 

Friends on the Phone 

Friends on the Phone is one of the new services we have created to help 
our members through the Covid19 outbreak. This service is a phone 
befriending service that takes place once a week.  

Our team of lovely volunteers are carefully matched to members who are 
interested in the service. They then ring each week at a prearranged time 
and day. The idea is that these calls reduce the feelings of social isolation 
the current situation has created. Knowing that someone is going to call you 
each week to ask you how you are and have a chat gives you something to 
look forward to.  



Over 30 members are currently using the service and the feedback we have 
received from them has been amazing, Friends on the Phone has been 
called a lifeline by more than one member. 

If you’re interested in either receiving the service or becoming a Friend on 
the Phone volunteer who makes the calls then please call 01422 352383. 
 

Children’s Virtual Christmas Party 

This year is going to be slightly different for everyone and the 
Children’s Christmas Party is no exception. With a different 
format than usual HSB will be holding a virtual party on 
Tuesday 15th December at 4.30pm.  

Children are invited to join us for a Zoom party. We will have 
singing, games and even a surprise visit from Father Christmas! 

Parents - If you’ve access to a computer or tablet and can join us on Zoom, 
you can book a place for your child. Please contact us on 01422 352383. 

Christmas Fun for Adults too! 

As we can’t meet in person this Christmas, we have planned some events 
using Zoom and our telephone service, The Social Room, to help people 
get together ‘virtually’ for some Christmas fun. We do hope that you can join 
us for any of the events below:  

Christmas Quiz - On Wednesday 16th December at 1:00pm and on 
Thursday 17th December at 11:30am, our ‘Fun and Games’ Social Room 
sessions will be Christmas themed. All are welcome, even if you’ve not yet 
called our Social Rooms (dial 020 3481 5629, then press 781285). 

Zoom Christmas Party - On Friday 18th December at 3:00pm, bring some 
festive nibbles and drinks and join us on Zoom for some Christmas 
socialising, music, quizzes and more!  Zoom can be accessed online or on 
the phone. Call our office and we can invite you. Once you’ve got your 
invite, why not ask a family member to help you connect with others and 
join in themselves. Working together, we’ll get you connected to help you 
join in our festive fun. The more, the merrier! 

Connected at Christmas! Join HSB’s family in our phone-in Social Rooms 
for Xmas chit-chat, fun games and music from 3pm, on Christmas Day.  



Virtual Sight Centre News 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello from Angie and Jane – HSB’s Sight Support Advisors 

Do you have trouble reading or remembering important telephone 
numbers? With people being cut off from support with making essential 
calls, different ways of storing those vital numbers are needed. 

Take a look at this: 

 

 

 

 

 

This Multi-Memo is a recording device which is ideal for recording your 
spoken messages such as to-do lists, phone numbers and addresses.  

Up to 60 voice messages can be stored on the device and played back one 
at a time by using the skip forward and skip back buttons. It has large tactile 
buttons which are brightly coloured and provide great colour contrast from 
the main case of the unit, making this product really easy to use. There is 
also a lock switch, so messages can't be accidentally erased.  

Phone numbers can be recorded onto the device for you to listen back to 
when needed. We can even record your messages and send it out to you.  

The Multi-memo device costs £17.50. Call us on 01422 352383 for details. 

STOP PRESS: We’ll also be issuing HSB’s first large print 2021 calendar to 
all members before Xmas so look out for these in the post. 



Social Rooms – Group Phone-in Service  

Having started this service in April, with eight well-established groups on 
varied themes, new people are regularly joining. Just call Lucy on 07458 
302903 to sign up. Then, at the time of your group, simply dial 0203 481 
5629 and then 781285 when prompted. Or, to attend the Zoom group, we’ll 
send you a joining link or phone access details in an accessible format to 
suit you. On a limited basis, we may even be able to dial you into a group 
session, so joining in would be a matter of picking up the phone when we 
call at a session starting time. There’s little to lose, so why not give it a go! 

Thanks also for the lovely feedback we’ve received about the Social Rooms 
through our recent survey. Responses have been very positive (below), so 
why not give it a try? We’re open to your suggestions for new groups and 
activities and working through what members have said. 

‘The service is great; I’ve kept in touch with old friends and made new ones’ 

‘I’d like the virtual groups to keep going when people get back to the centre 
again as these groups are very supportive’ 

‘It keeps the brain active and I like to hear different voices’ 

Social Rooms Timetable  
Mon 1.30pm Tenpin Bowling Group Members Chat 

Tues 
11am Zoom Chat Group, with different activities each week, 

including quizzes, workshops, and guest speakers. 
1pm Coffee Shop. Sociable chat. Bring your own brew! 

Weds 

1pm Fun & Games. Quizzes and games for fun and a brain 
workout! You don’t have to be an egghead! 

2.30pm Wellbeing Wise. Supporting each other to look after our 
mental and physical wellbeing, through group chat and 
regular guest speakers and sharing. 

Thurs 
11.30am Fun & Games - for those who missed or couldn’t make 

the Wednesday session, we repeat this ever-popular 
format. 

Fri 

10am Chairobics! Keep active with 15-20-minutes of gentle 
exercise, done while seated. Suits all ages and abilities. 

1.30pm Literature Live! Short stories, poems, anecdotes, jokes on 
varied themes. Just listen or join in and share your own. 



You Can Secure Our Future 

Our vision is to improve and develop services for current and future 
generations of local people living with sight loss; and we can only do this 
with your help. 
 
The article in our previous newsletter stressing the importance of legacies 
brought in a number of enquiries and requests for further information and 
we’d like to say a big thank you to those who have expressed an interest in 
leaving the society a gift in their will. 
 
It is often the case that local people; including our own members and 
families don’t realise that we are a totally independent local charity and not 
funded by any of the larger and more well-known national sight loss 
organisations. All gifts and donations made to us uniquely stays in the local 
area and benefits people with sight loss throughout Halifax and Calderdale. 
 
To avoid any confusion, it is helpful to mention our charity number 224258 
to your solicitor when making or updating your will. It is not unknown for 
bequests to be made to ‘the blind Society’ which is rather vague and can 
attract claims on estates by other organisations. 
 
Another concern mentioned was from someone saying, ‘I don’t know the 
value of my assets but want to make sure my family and friends are 
provided for first’. This is a problem for many, but the way around it would 
be to make pecuniary legacies of specific amounts to family and friends 
which would be paid first and then leave a residuary gift to the Society, so 
your support of Halifax Society for the Blind would continue far into the 
future out of what’s left of your estate. 
 
We are happy to discuss any questions you may have about leaving the 
charity a gift in your will and you can be assured of our complete confidence 
and discretion, just call us on 01422 352383 and we’ll help you all we can. 
 
However you choose to support our continuing work – thank you! 

 
Contact us: 36 Clare Road, Halifax, HX1 2HX or call 01422 354575  


